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fore the war, not even from a colonizing point of view, or even in Africa, where perhaps the administration might have been carried out with a wider vision. I do not like to assume that we ought to attribute to the Anglo-Saxons some sort of world-mission, when we could probably have done it better ourselves had we only possessed the material means. The German had still something of the upstart about him; he was not equal to the Anglo-Saxon in self-reliance. But all that we did was so regular and substantial, that in spite of the many orders from above which were issued for the sake of appearances, our achievements even penetrated to spheres which the English regarded as their domain (such as colonization), because we had German diligence behind us.
The rise of Tsingtao was at all events a steeplechase, particularly as it promised to progress at an accelerated pace. The Germans in China gradually began to settle in Tsingtao and to regard the town as a centre for all that was German.
Ill
The navy had given its heart to Germandom abroad ever since Stosch at the very beginning of his activities established the aim for the fleet of getting to know the world and particularly Germans abroad. How their national pride had suffered during the period of our powerlessness! During the war of 1870 only one German, Herr Siebs, of the Siemssen firm, dared to acknowledge his fatherland in English Hong-Kong;